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NAMCOL GRADUATES 

More than 480 NAMCOL students graduate in various fields. The Namibian 
College of Open Learning (NAMCOL) has graduated a total number of 481 
students who pursued open distance learning courses in various fields.

Of the 481, a whopping 425 students are female, while 56 are males. The students 
were conferred certificates in Education for Development, Community-Based 
Work with Children and Youth, Local Government Studies and Early Childhood 
Development, as well as diplomas in Youth Development Work and Early 
Childhood and Primary Education.
Speaking during NAMCOL’s 16th graduation ceremony recently, the institution’s 
director Heroldt Murangi said, as a valuable partner of the Namibian government 
in addressing national key challenges, NAMCOL remains true to the primary 
mandate of providing educational opportunities to adults and young people.

For the past five years, Murangi noted the College has registered more than 
9000 students for tertiary level programmes. This year, he said, NAMCOL 
registered 3 037, with the majority registered for the Certificate in Early Childhood 
Development (1 321), and the Diploma Childhood and Pre-Primary Education 
(1 012). The student intake for NAMCOL tertiary programmes represents a 6 
percent of the total student population of 47 000.

He revealed that NAMCOL will expand the offering of tertiary level programmes 
for 2018 to nine programmes. The College will offer the first degree programme in 
Bachelor of Arts in Youth Work next year. The three-year programme is designed 
to accommodate those who obtained the diploma in Youth Development.

“The purpose of this qualification is to develop a cadre of professional youth 
workers equipped with competencies required for effective youth development 

work at management level,” Murangi said. NAMCOL will further introduce the 
Certificate in Business and Entrepreneurship next year, where graduating students 
are expected to enter for the diploma and degree programmes in subsequent 
years. The Director explained to prepare students better for the job market, two 
institutional core courses will become part of the curriculum for all tertiary level 
programme offerings. These, he says, include the introduction to computers and 
English for general communication.
“Generally, students are challenged by competencies in those fields,” he noted.

In addition, he said another major achievement is the successful online piloting 
of the Certificate in Early Childhood Development. In 2016, NAMCOL started 
an online delivery of the certificate in Early Childhood Development where 30 
students were selected for the programme, with the pilot ending in June this year. 
Murangi said there has been positive feedback as some of these students who 
participated are now graduating. Due to popular demand, he noted, this pilot will 
be extended to 2018. He also announced that the term of the NAMCOL Board of 
Governors is coming to an end in November this year.

Deputy Minister of Education, Arts and Culture,  Anna Nghipondoka congratulated 
the granduants, saying NAMCOL plays a critical role in Namibian society and 
particularly in building the house of the Harambee Prosperity Plan. She said that 
there are many people who are unable to further their academic careers and 
qualifications because of limited pathways for them. “Their inability to attend full-
time education which serves as an entry to institutions of higher learning, and the 
steep entry requirements of these institutions, makes it difficult for them to acquire 
any academic qualifications,” Nghipondoka noted. She maintained that NAMCOL 
is strategically placed to address challenges such as poverty and inequality as 
aligned in the fourth National Development Plan.

Erica Uises (21)
Certificate in Early 
Childhood Development
“I feel very happy and excited 
about myself. As they always say, 
“hard work pays off”, and this is 
what I am paid for to graduate 
because of my hard work. I urge 
fellow students to study hard as 
it will pay off one day. Since I 
graduated with my certificate, I 
would still love to continue with my 
diploma at NAMCOL.”

Appolonia Totwe (23)
Certificate in Early 
Childhood Development
“I am very much happy. It’s the first 
time I am graduating. My heart is 
beating. My advice to other kids is 
that they should be very serious 
with their education. Education 
is the key to success. NAMCOL 
is very good, it made us to be 
successful in life.”

NAMCOL Update caught up with some of the 481 new granduants who were conferred certificates and diplomas in various 
fields to share their excitement and educational journey.

Sharone Hoasės (23)
Certificate in Early 
Childhood Development
“I feel proud of myself that I worked 
so hard so for me to graduate today. 
I feel proud that I made it this far 
through NAMCOL. I want to thank 
my friends and family for pushing me 
to study hard and pass. As family, 
we need to support one another 
to be successful in life. I want to 
encourage fellow students to study 
hard and make it in life. You need to 
study hard and make your parents 
proud because they did something 
great for you.”

Siyayo Oliver
Certificate in Education for 
Development
“I feel very happy. I never thought 
I will finish my certificate. But I 
tried and studied so hard to make 
it. I tried to empower myself by 
reading a lot and today I am here to 
receive my certificate. I encourage 
fellow students to really focus with 
their school work. They should not 
abscond from classes and end on 
the streets. Their focus should be 
on reading their books if they want 
to achieve something at the end  of 
the day. I plan to further my studies. 
I already enrolled for my diploma 
in Education for Development at 
NAMCOL. Once I finish my diploma, 
then I will proceed with my degree.”

Ruben Mbaeva (31)
Certificate in Early 
Childhood Development
“I am very happy to be graduating 
today. I have been at NAMCOL for 
18 months doing my certificate. 
I am planning to study further 
with NAMCOL for my diploma in 
Pre-primary Education. I want to 
encourage others that nothing 
good is as good as education. 
Education is the right key to every 
right door. They must study hard 
to make it in life.”

Rudolf Stephanus (32)
Certificate in Local 
Government Studies
“I feel honoured to graduate 
today. I have been at NAMCOL 
for a year doing my certificate 
level 4. It’s a good start and 
one can really take this career 
up if one wants to be someone 
in future. I am happy to have 
achieved this. This is just the 
beginning of my educational 
career. I am planning to further 
my studies. I urge other students 
to emulate what we are doing. 
It’s also good for those who are 
employed to equip themselves. 
Knowledge is power and we need 
this. Although employed, I am 
currently studying.”




